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As a young queer kid growing up, I explored my identity through the Chicago and Washington DC club 
scene. As many have said, the club is our sanctuary – a place where we find ourselves, love ourselves and 
find community. I can totally relate to the trauma that has afflicted our community in the wake of the 
shooting in Orlando. 
For generations, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Americans have turned to night clubs and bars 
like Pulse – the scene today of the deadliest shooting in American history – as places of refuge. Bars 
offered us the illusion of a freedom from terror as queer people, the illusion that there was a place 
where our sexual desires and our need to gather with fellow queers would not be under attack. 
Gay bars continue to be places of refuge for many – perhaps the only places a gay guy felt OK taking off 
his shirt, or a lesbian felt OK making out with her girlfriend, or a trans person felt OK expressing their 
gender identity. For many, no hookup app or amount of tolerance by straight people in straight places 
could provide this. 
Before I went to bed this morning (I’d been up late following the horrible events as they unfolded), I 
noticed a video. A guy was limping out of the Pulse club. He was covered in blood and being assisted by 
paramedics. He was shirtless, which made his blood-covered body look even more vulnerable. 
We’ll feel vulnerable for a long time. Terrorism works because it makes people afraid of our fellow 
human beings. Let us not let terrorism work this time. Let us not fall to fear. We should remember that 
we are alive. We are real flesh and blood. We are still surviving as a community. 
Let us remember that individuals who commit horrendous crimes in this country with absurd regularity 
have one thing in common: they have easy access to weapons of mass killing. 
Let us remember that singer Christina Grimmie was also shot to death, also in Orlando, within a day of 
the tragedy of the Pulse nightclub  – seemingly by a man whose race and religion will not be used to 
smear other members of his same race and religion. 
In this moment, let us not become nationalistic, or prejudiced, or vengeful. Let us not perpetuate the 
American cycle of violence. Let us interrupt this nightmare as the creative, loving, justice-seeking 
American queers that we are, who know well how to look death in the eye and still imagine a new, 
better living world. 
And even though we have come a long way, events like these remind us we still have a long way to go. 
Thoughts and prayers alone won’t protect our community. We need to continue to build and support 
queer and trans communities and end the profiling and criminalization that so many face. 
We find solace and sanctuary in the club because we are so often expelled from other public spaces – 
from bathrooms, from street corners, from jobs, from history. Our survival is our resistance. And our 
solidarity and support for the Muslim community in these coming days and months – some of whom are 
queer and trans – will lift us all up in the face of anyone seeking to further marginalize another. 
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