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DELTA TERMINOLOGY 

1. Pronunciation 

Assimilation This occurs when a phoneme changes its quality due to the influence of a 

neighbouring sound. It changes to become more like the neighbouring 

sound, or even identical to it. E.g. would you, in case 

Elision 

(to Elide) 

This occurs when a sound which would be present in a word spoken in 

isolation is omitted in connected speech. E.g. next please, old man. 

Catenation (Liaison) This refers to the smooth linking or joining together of words in connected 

speech. Of course, two words can have silence between them, but 

Catenation is concerned with the way sounds are fused together at word 

boundaries. 

Linking /r/ In RP the letter ‘r’ in the spelling of a word is not pronounced unless it is 

followed by a vowel sound. But in connected speech the final spelling ‘r’ of 

a word may be pronounced or not, depending whether the first sound of 

the next word is a consonant or a vowel. E.g. her English. 

Intrusive /r/ This refers to the sound an English speaker may insert between two words 

where the first ends in /ɔː/ or /ə/ and the following word begins with a 

vowel sound. E.g. law and order, India and Pakistan. 

Intrusive /w/  A linking sound /w/ that is inserted between a word which ends in a vowel 

sound and a following one which begins with a vowel sound. It is used to 

ease the transition between words/a feature of connected speech. 

Used after the vowels /ʊ/ /uː/ /əʊ/ /aʊ/ 

E.g. go/w/out or you/w/are 

 

Intrusive /j/ A linking sound /j/ that is inserted between a word which ends in a vowel 

sound and a following one which begins with a vowel sound. It is used to 

ease the transition between words/a feature of connected speech. 

E.g. he/j/is. 

Allophone A pronunciation variation of a single phoneme. This difference in 

pronunciation does not affect meaning and is determined by position in a 

word. All phonemes have allophones. E.g. /p/ of pin and the /p/ of spin. 

The /l/ at the beginning of little and the /l/ at the end of girl. 

 

 

1.b Consonant Sounds 

Bilabial Plosives /p/ and /b/ as in tip and bit, are bilabial plosives. You close both your lips 

and, as the air is released (comes up from the throat), it pushes the lips 

apart in an explosion. 

 

Alveolar plosives /t/ and /d/as in ten and din are alveolar plosives because the tongue is 

stuck to the alveolar ridge until the air pushes the tongue and the alveolar 

ridge apart. 

 

Alveolar fricatives /s/and /z/ as in sip and zip are alveolar fricatives, They are produced as 

hissing sounds because air escapes with difficulty. 
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Affricates /tʃ/ and /dʒ/as in chair and joy are affricates. They start as a plosive 

(/t/and /d/) but end with a fricative because friction is made in the 

alveolar ridge. 

 

Velar Plosives /k/and /g/ as in cap and gap are velar plosives because the back part of 

the tongue contact with the soft palate or vellum until the air pushes them 

apart. 

 

Labiodental Fricatives /f/ and /v/ as in feed and vet are labiodental fricatives . The top teeth are 

in contact with the lower lip (that's why they are called labiodentals), and 

the air is pushed between them, but with no explosion; the sound is made 

by air friction between the teeth and the lip. 

 

Dental fricatives /θ/and /ð/ as in moth and that are dental fricatives because the tongue is 

contact with the top teeth. The air escapes with a little friction. 

 

Palato-alveolar 

fricatives 

/ʃ/ and /ʒ/ as in sugar and pleasure are palato-alveolar fricatives. The 

sound is produced by air friction. 

 

Nasal consonants /m/ and /n/ as in mum and none are nasal consonants. They are 

produced when the air flows through the nasal cavity, /m/ is a bilabial 

consonant and /n/ is an alveolar nasal. 

 

Velar nasal /ŋ/ as in hangs, going, singer and longer is a velar nasal. The sound is 

produced by lowering the vellum. 

 

Voiceless glottal 

fricative 

/h/ as in how, high is a voiceless glottal fricative. Air comes from the 

windpipe and through the vocal cords. 

 

Lateral approximant 

(liquid) 

/I/as in lead and bill is a voiced lateral or a lateral approximant. The 

tongue tip touches the alveolar ridge, but the sides of the tongue are 

lowered so the air can escape along the sides of the tongue. 

 

Post-alveolar (liquid) /r/ as in road is a post-alveolar. The tongue curls back into the mouth but 

does not touch the roof of the mouth. 

 

Approximants  

(semi-vowels) 

/w/ and /j/ as in west or yes are almost like vowel sounds. They are called 

approximants or semi-vowels. 

 

 

2. Approaches and methods 

Grammar Translation A way of teaching in which learners study grammar and translate words 

and texts into their own language or the target language. They do not 

practise communication and there is little focus on speaking. A teacher 

presents a grammar rule and vocabulary lists and then learners translate a 

written text from their own language into the second language or vice 

versa. There’s heavy use of L1. 
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The Direct Method A method in which grammar rules are not taught / only the target 

language is used in the classroom / translation is avoided at all costs. It 

uses pure inductive approach and there is no tolerance of error. 

Writing and reading are taught only after speaking (main focus on 

speaking and listening). 

 

Sociocultural 

Learning 

Scaffolding (the process of providing linguistic supports to help learners 

express themselves more effectively. Typically, it involves a teacher 

'feeding in' a new word or phrase as and when it is needed by a learner) 

and ZPD (it is a term associated with social-cultural theories of learning. It 

is a metaphor used to represent the distance between what a learner 

would learn when working alone and what the same learner can learn 

with the help and support of an expert (for example, a teacher) 

 

Situational Language 

Teaching Or Oral 

approach 

Situational Language Teaching is a grammar-based method in which 

principles of grammatical and lexical gradation are used and new teaching 

points presented and practiced through situations. It uses words lists and 

focuses on grammar. Uses PPP 

 

Audilingualism Audio-lingualism is a method of foreign language teaching where the 

emphasis is on learning grammatical and phonological structure, especially 

for speaking and listening. It is based on behaviourism and so relies on 

formation of habits as a basis for learning, through a great deal of 

mechanical repetition (dialogues & pattern practice). Learners are seen as 

stimulus-response mechanisms whose learning was a direct result of 

repetitive practice. Teacher is the primary source of language and there’s 

a strong emphasis on error correction. 

 

TPR A methodology/approach in which students respond to 

instructions/language with action (in order to mediate / reinforce 

learning). It progresses from observation, to listen and respond, to 

speaking, which means a silent period is allowed and that reception comes 

before production. It is often associated with lower levels / young learners 

/ kinaesthetic learners. E.g. The teacher says 'jump' and students jump, 

then students say 'jump' (if they're ready) and other students jump. 

 

The Silent way The silent way is a methodology of teaching language based on the idea 

that teachers should be as silent as possible during a class but learners 

should be encouraged to speak as much as possible. There are three basic 

principles: 1. The learner needs to discover or create, 2. Learning is made 

easier by the use of physical objects such as Cuisenaire rods, 3. Learning is 

made easier by problem-solving using the target language 

  

Communicative 

Language Teaching 

(CLT) 

A way of teaching and practising language which is based on the principle 

that learning a language successfully involves communication 

(communicative competence) rather than just memorising a series of 

rules. Teachers try to focus on meaningful communication, through the 

use of integrated skills, where both fluency and accuracy are important.  
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Functional/Notional 

Approach 

An approach in which the syllabus is organised around abstract 

concepts/meanings/ideas (the notions) AND the exponents used to 

express them (the functions), not grammar. It is associated with Wilkins 

(1970s) 

 

TBL A way of teaching in which the teacher gives learners meaningful tasks to 

do. After this the teacher may ask learners to think about the language 

they used while doing the tasks, but the main focus for learners is on the 

task itself.  

 

The Natural Approach The natural approach is a comprehension-based language learning 

methodology which emphasizes the idea of exposure and the lowering of 

affective or emotional barriers to learning. Communication is seen as the 

primary function of language. Necessary for the process of “acquisition” to 

take place is the type of “input” the learner receives. Input must be 

comprehensible, slightly above the learner’s present level of competence, 

interesting, relevant, not grammatically sequenced, in sufficient quantity, 

and experienced in low-anxiety contexts. 

 

The Lexical Approach A way of teaching language that focuses on lexical items or chunks such as 

words, multi-word units, collocations and fixed expressions rather than 

grammatical structures. 

 

 

3. Testing 

Diagnostic test A type of test which is designed to show what language skills or 

knowledge a learner already has. It is often used by a teacher to find out 

how much a learner knows before beginning a language course 

 

Placement test A test administered in order to place students in a group or class at a level 

appropriate to their degree or knowledge and ability. 

 

Proficiency test A test which measures general ability or skill, without reference to any 

specific course of study or set of materials. 

 

Integrative test Used to test two or more (often a number of) skills or features of language 

together, e.g. a writing task tests the students grammar, vocabulary, 

punctuation, spelling, etc. Contrasted with Discrete point testing, which 

tests a single element of language or skill at a time. 

 

Achievement test Measures how much of the language taught during a period of time has 

been learned, usually taken at the end of a course. 

 

Indirect Testing A test or task which attempts to measure the abilities underlying a 

language skill, rather than testing performance of the skill itself. An 

example is testing writing ability by requiring the candidate to mark 

structures used incorrectly in a text. 
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Direct Test A test which that uses speaking tasks to measure speaking ability or 

writing tasks to measure writing ability. It might employ tasks which 

replicate real-life activities, e.g. role-playing a job interview, writing a 

letter of complaint, or reading and completing an application form. 

 

 

Formative 

assessment 

 

Assessment which checks students' progress during a course.  Feedback 

can be used to reshape teaching/learning / influence the development of 

the rest of the course / decide what needs to be reviewed/focused on 

next. Only tests what has been taught on the course / does not test 

students' overall ability. 

 

Summative 

assessment 

Testing which takes place at the end of a course or programme of 

instruction. 

 

Normative Test or 

Norm-referenced 

Test 

A test which compares test takers to each other rather than against 

external criteria. 

 

Criterion referenced 

test 

A test in which the candidate's performance is interpreted in relation to 

predetermined criteria. Emphasis is on attainment of objectives rather 

than on candidate's scores as a reflection of their ranking within the 

group. 

 

Adaptative Test A form of testing in which items are selected during the test on the basis 

of their difficulty, in response to an estimate of the ability of the 

candidate. Often used to refer to a computer administered test. 

 

Cloze test A type of gap-filling task in which whole words are deleted from a text. In 

the traditional type, deletion is every nth word. Instead of words, short 

phrases may also be deleted. 

 

C-test A type of gap-filling task in which the second half of certain words are 

deleted. The frequency of deletion can be as high as every second word. 

 

Validity The extent to which scores on a test enable inferences to be made which 

are appropriate, meaningful and useful, given the purpose of the test. 

 

Content validity A test is said to have this kind of validity if the items or tasks of which it is 

made up constitute a representative sample of items or tasks for the area 

of knowledge or ability to be tested. These are often related to a syllabus 

or course. " 

 

Face validity The extent to which a test appears to candidates, or those choosing it on 

behalf of candidates, to be an acceptable measure of the ability they wish 

to measure. This is a subjective judgement, and often considered not to be 

a true form of validity.  

 

Predictive validity A test has this type of validity if it measures what it is set out to measure. 

In a writing test, students should be able to use writing subskills (i.e. 
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paragraphing, cohesion) rather than just write isolated sentences. 

 

Concurrent validity When a new test is designed, it is said to have this kind of validity if the 

scores it gives correlate highly with a 

recognized (external) criterion which measures the same 

area of knowledge or ability. 

 

 

Backwash effect The impact of a test on classroom teaching. Teachers may be influenced 

by the knowledge that their students are planning to take a certain test, 

and adapt their methodology and the content of the lesson to reflect the 

demands of the test. The result may be positive or negative. 

 

Reliability The consistency or stability of the measures from a test. The more reliable 

a test is, the less random error it contains. 

 

Inter-rater reliability An estimate of test reliability based on the degree to which different 

assessors agree in their assessment of candidates' performance. 

 

Intra-rater reliability An estimate of the reliability of assessment, based on the degree to which 

the same assessor scores the same performance similarly on different 

occasions. 

 

Replicability The possibility of repeating the findings of a test on more than one 

occasion, thus increasing the confidence in the results. 

 

Split-half reliability An internal consistency measure of reliability. The estimate is based on a 

correlation between the scores of tow half tests. 

 

4. Speaking 

Backchanneling This refers to noises (which are not full words) and short verbal responses 

made by listeners which acknowledge the incoming talk and react to it, 

without wishing to take over the speaking turn. 

 

Adjacency pairs In conversation analysis, a two-part exchange in which the second 

utterance is functionally dependent on the first, as exhibited in 

conventional greetings, invitations and requests. It is a type of turn-taking 

and is the smallest unit of conversational exchange. 

 

Deixis This term describes what may be termed the orientational features of 

language as it involves words which point backwards and forwards in a 

text as well as outside the text to a wider extra-textual context. For 

example, words like this/that/ these/those locate an utterance in relation 

to space and to the speaker's sense of closeness or involvement with 

something. Words like now and then relate to the current moment of 

utterance and words like we/you/they/him relate to who is speaking, who 

is present, who is excluded. 
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Ellipsis In spoken English is it mainly situational (affecting people and things in the 

immediate situation), and frequently involves the omission of personal 

subjects. It occurs across many speech genres and in almost all cases 

marks a degree of informality between speakers. 

 

 

5. Lexis 

Affixation The morphological process of adding a bound morpheme to the stem of a 

word, either at the end or at the beginning. This modifies the word's 

meaning and/or changes its word class, e.g. adding –ful (suffix) to use or 

un- (prefix) to tidy 

 

Colligation It refers to how words form grammatical patterns with other words. For 

example, the pattern ‘in the’ is part of many patterns but not all. We can 

say in the end, in the beginning, in the middle, but we cannot say in the 

start or in the day. 

 

Hyponym Used to describe words that share the same quality, for example, sheep, 

cows, horses, dogs, cats because they share the quality of being animals. 

 

Hypernym 

(Superordinate) 

A term for an 'umbrella' item of lexis which subsumes a range of more 

specific items, e.g. fruit in relation to apple, orange, pear 

 

Polysemy the concept that words can have many meanings, especially in different 

contexts. For example, book can refer to something that we read (read a 

book), it can mean to make a reservation (book a restaurant) and it can be 

used in sport to refer to when a referee makes note of a player's name 

because they have committed some offence in a game (book a player). 

 

Semantic Prosody The tendency of a word or expression to always occur in a particular kind 

of situation. The idiom pass the buck (meaning to pass the responsibility 

to someone else) is always used in negative contexts. 

 

Morpheme The smallest unit of meaning. Words consist of morphemes.  The word car 

has one morpheme. The word drinkable has two (drink able) and the word 

unthinkable has three (un think able). 

 

Bound morpheme The smallest meaningful unit in a language which cannot stand on its own. 

It may change the word class or meaning of a word. E.g. prefixes (dis-, im-

), suffixes (-ly, -al) or inflections (-s, -ing). 

 

 

6. Discourse 

Anaphoric reference Reference to something that occurs earlier in the text; often achieved 

through use of pronouns or lexical chains. E.g. in the text 'Singapore is on 

the sea. It shares a border with Malaysia', It refers back to Singapore. 
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Cataphoric reference Reference to something that occurs later in the text; often achieved 

through use of pronouns or lexical chains e.g. in the sentence That's what 

it is- a nuisance, That refers forward to nuisance. 

 

Exophoric reference Reference to something that is outside the text; often achieved through 

pronouns or demonstrative adjectives, e.g. in the sentence 'Pass me that 

piece of paper, will you?' ‘that' is exophoric, referring to something in the 

speakers surroundings. 

 

Top-down Processing Using either pre-existing knowledge/information/experience or of 

discourse or topic/culture/social norms to understand (reading/listening) 

texts. It is contrasted with bottom-up processing (where the reader is 

decoding the language itself) 

  

Bottom-up 

processing 

Bottom-up processing makes use of the information present in the input 

to understand a reading/listening text. The reader/listener is decoding the 

language itself (i.e. phonemes, words, utterances). 

 

 

7. Grammar 

Aspect A way of looking at verb forms not purely in relation to time. Aspect 

relates to the type of event and the way speakers view events, e.g. 

whether it is long or short, whether it is complete or not, whether it is 

repetitive or not, whether it is connected to the time of speaking or not. 

There are two aspects in English, the continuous/progressive and the 

perfect. The continuous aspect, for example, suggests that something is 

happening temporarily. 

 

Tense A grammatical category which is used to indicate the time at which an 

action happens by changing the form of the finite verb. English has two: 

past and present, e.g. he walked and he walks 

 

Finite verb A form of a verb that shows agreement with a subject and is marked for 

tense. If there is just one verb in a sentence, it is finite. Finite verbs are 

sometimes called tensed verbs. 

 

Non-finite verb A part of the verb which does not show time or person, e.g. the infinitive 

(He needed to have a holiday), the present participle (Not understanding 

the question, he gave the wrong answer). 

 

Coordinating 

conjunction 

Conjunctions which link two main clauses or two other grammatical units 

which have the same grammatical status, 'and' and 'but' are examples of 

co-ordinating conjunctions e.g. He was keen but lazy; He played football 

and tennis.  

 

Subordinating 

conjunction 

A conjunction that links a main clause with a subordinate clause e.g. 

though, while, because. 
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Determiner A class of word which precedes a noun (phrase) and affects the meaning 

of  the noun (phrase). There are different classes of determiner (which 

limit the noun in different ways) such as: quantifiers/articles/possessives/ 

demonstratives/numerals/ wh-determiners 

 

 

8. Writing 

Guided writing A piece of writing that learners produce after the teacher has helped them 

to prepare for it by, for example giving the learners a plan to follow, or 

ideas for the type of language to use.  

 

Process writing An approach to writing, which thinks of writing as a process which includes 

different stages of writing such as planning, drafting, re-drafting, editing, 

proofreading.  

 

Product writing An approach to writing which involves analysing and then reproducing 

models of particular text types. The belief is that creating a written text is 

purely a matter of imitating elements that are provided in a model 

 

 

9. Other 

Declarative 

knowledge 

Declararive knowledge is information that consists of consciously known 

facts, concepts or ideas that can be stored as PROPOSITIONS. It is related 

to learning of rules, for example. Often called knowing ‘what’. 

 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

Procedural knowledge is knowledge concerning things we know how to do 

but which are not consciously known, such as "how to ride a bicycle", or 

"how to speak German". It is acquired gradually through practice, and 

underlies the learning of skills. Many aspects of second language learning 

consist of procedural rather than declarative knowledge. 

 

Interlanguage The type of language produced by second-language learners who are in 

the process of learning a language.  It is an indication of where the learner 

is. 

 

Noticing the gap Noticing the difference between the correct form and what the learner 

knows. 

 


