
Just How Tall Can Roller Coasters Get? 

By Mekado Murphy - August 17, 2015 

On a giga coaster, altitude, rather than speed, has become the defining characteristic. Giga coasters 

have a drop of 300 to 399 feet, roughly the size of a football field. We tested four of them. 

Four of the five giga coasters in the world are in North America, at theme parks all owned by the 

same chain, Cedar Fair Entertainment (the fifth is in Japan). “We want the biggest ball of twine,” said 

Rob Decker, senior vice president for planning and design at Cedar Fair Entertainment. 

Being hurtled down a dramatic descent may seem like the same experience regardless of the ride, 

but each giga coasters has its own appeal. A guide to what to expect when you ride each (that’s your 

plan, right?) is below. 

 

Millennium Force (310' 93MPH, SANDUSKY, OHIO) 

The first giga coaster ever built, Millennium Force at Cedar Point was a game-changer in terms of 

what was possible with height in a ride. 

As this roller coaster climbs to 310 feet, to your left are stunning views of Lake Erie and to the right is 

an equally inviting overview of the park. 

A cable lift pulls the train up to this height rather than the traditional chain lift. Cables are lighter, 

faster and quieter, making the ride up Millennium Force a smooth and speedy experience. There’s 

less time to anticipate what’s coming, but just enough to give you butterflies. 

They won’t dissipate at the peak, when you realize that you can’t see the path of the coaster. Though 

you won’t know exactly where you’re going, you can be assured you’ll be getting there fast. 

The drop is an intense plunge and then, just after the descent, the track veers sharply right at speeds 

up to 93 m.p.h. Next is a dark tunnel during which you can contemplate your existence before 

emerging to go up, then down, a 182-foot hill that provides one of the most thrilling moments of 

airtime on the ride. You truly feel as if you’re floating. 

Once you’ve landed — that’s what it really feels like — a bundle of tracks you see ahead is something 

of a feint. It tricks you into thinking you’re heading one way but the ride sends you another, through 

trees, around a dinosaur exhibit and through another tunnel. This ride goes easy on the brakes until 

the end, allowing you to speed through it. It may have been the first giga coaster, but it is still one of 

the best. 

 

Leviathan (306' 92 MPH, VAUGHAN, ONTARIO) 

Canada has not been a country known for roller coasters, but this giant steel wonder at Canada’s 

Wonderland has brought some deserved attention. 

When you arrive at Canada’s Wonderland, this aqua-colored twist of steel is the first thing you see. 

From the ground in the parking lot, the coaster disappears from view during its first drop. When 



you’re on the ride, you see why: That drop goes a bit below ground level, hurtling you through a 

tunnel. You come out and right up a sharply banked turn, challenging your equilibrium, then go up 

and down a series of hills, floating out of your seat for what seems like seconds as the car moves 

along the park’s perimeter. 

This coaster creates thrills by using the park’s landscape, interacting with bystanders. The coaster 

speeds through parts of the parking lot and over walkways where pedestrians and riders can catch a 

glimpse of one another. It also goes under some parts of the track and over others, so you don’t 

know for certain the route it is taking. And at 3 minutes, 28 seconds, it’s among the longest coasters 

in this classification. 

This is all the more exciting because of the four-person-across open-air seating. A lap restraint holds 

you in, leaving your upper body free to flail. That freedom makes a difference, giving you airtime that 

truly makes you feel as if you’re in flight. 

 

Adapted from: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/17/travel/17Coasters.html?_r=1 


